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February 18, 1852

South Holland, [Michigan], the area just
of the city of Holland, at about 40th and
Washington Ave. today

Albertus C. Van Raalte informed the Classis of Holland on April 29, 1852, that he had
received a letter from the Rev. J. J. Schepers written on February 18 which requests that
the Classis install Schepers as pastor of the congregation. However, the congregation
does not promise "to unite with the Albany denomination." But Van Raalte and the
Classis feel that this congregation had no right to leave the congregation in Graafschap
and without authorization appointed Schepers as pastor.
The minutes of the Classis of Holland, the Joint Archives of Holland. Translation in the
Classis of Holland 1848-1858, p. 91.
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confined to them. Nevertheless, it is considered very
desirable and commendable that all brethren not delegated shall take part in the meeting.

CLASSIS HOLLAND

- MINOT% A. D. 1899-1858

REPORT ON SOUTH HOLLAND

Art. 8. Rev. Van Raalte informs the assembly that
he has not been able to accomplish anything with the
brethren of South Holland in the way of convincing them
with regard to their arbitrary course of conduct, and
towards re-union 'with their old church of Graafschap.
That, on the contrary, he discovers the greatest stubbornness and levity, not only in their separation, but also in
their unauthorized appointment of brother Schepers as
minister: as proof of which the following note is read:
LETTER FROM SOUTH HOLLAND

e.

Rev. Van Raalte : —
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be richly multiplied unto you.
We, the congregation of South Holland, have received
the letter which you wrote to Us, and it was read aloud
among us. We consider the contents thereof an important
matter, in order that the kingdom of God upon earth
should be extended further and further.
We noticed by your conversation, when you were present with us, and afterwards from your correspondence
with us, that you acknowledge us as a congregation. Now
we renew our request to you to install in our midst the
minister whom we have called, although we make no
promise to unite with the Albany denomination. Our
earnest desire is that you will, as soon as possible, send
us word whether you intend to do so, and when. If you
now persist any longer in your refusal, we shall have to
go ahead with our business.
Signed, in name of the congregation,
J. J. SCHEPERS.
February 18, 1852.
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Hereupon Rev. Van Raalte read the following reply,
which he had sent them:
REPLY
The Brethren Plasman, Zaalmink, Smit, and Mullin:,
Dear brethren:—
We have read some correspondence from J. J. Schep.
ers, (sent) apparently in accordance with instructions
from you, asking whether I will now install the said
brother Schepers in the office of the ministry, yes or no,
and that you will otherwise proceed. To this I reply:
1 — That my commission from the Classis is to labor
for your union, to the removal of schism. Beyond this I
cannot go.
2—To install in the ministry men who have not been
examined is contrary to all order in the Reformed
Church; a minister is not competent, on his own responsibility, to appoint some one else as a minister. This must
take place by action of a lawfully assembled Classis.
3 — As to the threatening manner in which you demand
to have your will done, I shall leave this to the judgment
of the Cassis itself, and will close with the wish that we
may be able to pray: "Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do."
Your affectionate brother,
A. C. Vex RAALTE.
Holland, February 20, 1852.
In explanation of the threat to go ahead, Rev. Van
Raalte states that this refers to a schism, and to union
with the Associate Reformed Church*, which church has
the Westminster Confessions of Faith and adheres to
.--The Associate Reformed Church was organized Nov. 1, 1782, as a
union of the Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania and the Reformed
Presbyterian Presbytery of America. It continued in existence until
1858, when it was united with the Associate Presbyterian Church M
form the United Presbyterian Church.
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